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and arabesques. They are extremely beautiful, and
exceed in delicacy of detail the work of Hindu
artists. In no place is this so remarkable as
in the design of the Taj Mahal. Its decorations
as well as its architecture are incomparable. They
set the visitor wondering what might have been
produced if the architect, sculptor, and artist had
been allowed a free hand.
When British rupees were first circulated in
India the figure of the sovereign in relief was
regarded with distrust Fortunately for the peace
of the merchant, the eye was so small as to be
almost invisible. Through this loophole the
followers of the Prophet found a way of escape
from the difficulty, deciding that no harm would
come in the use of the money.
The Prophet forbade innovation of all kinds.
He was to be blindly followed without deviation.
A Muhammadan of South India who suggested
the substitution of Hindustani for Arabic in a cer-
tain prayer was excommunicated publicly in the
principal mosque in Madras. This close adherence
to a dogmatic system is inimical to progress.
Instead of welcoming new forms of truth, new
sciences, new ideas, the orthodox Muhammadan
turns from them with suspicion and distrust